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Presidents Council Meeting Minutes 
November 26, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Ron Sexton, Chairperson, Exchange, called the Presidents Council Meeting to order on November 26, 2018 at 10:05 a.m. 

Introductions followed. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Bob Knutson, PC/RPC Secretary, Ravoux, said all Reps should have a copy of the Minutes from the last meeting, which 

were also posted at each hi-rise and on the P.C. website for the past month. If any discrepancies were discovered, now is 

the time to bring them up. A Motion was made by Bill Hughes, Iowa, to accept the Minutes as they stand. It was seconded 

by Teresa Souvannachack, Montreal, and the Motion carried. 

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA (VOA) GUEST SPEAKERS 

Dorthea Harris and VOA staff spoke regarding Culturally Responsive Care Giver Support and Dementia Services; which is 

open to everyone, but focuses on the African-American, East African and Hmong populations. They also have a Healthy 

Aging and Memory Clinic Mobile Unit that’s available to come to the communities they serve. She introduced her staff 

members who gave brief descriptions of their duties. 

Flyers were handed out that contain all the information needed, and explain what the service offers. If you or someone 

you know is having memory or dementia issues, you can call their Helpline at 952-945-4034. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Melissa Pappas, PC/RPC Treasurer, presented the report for October. The checkbook register balance as of October 31, 

2018 was twenty-seven thousand one hundred four dollars and twenty-six cents ($27,104.26). The ending balance is 

twenty-four thousand, two hundred sixty-nine dollars and twenty-six cents ($24,269.26). The report will be filed for audit. 

PHA MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Tim Angaran, Assistant Maintenance Director, gave a brief update on a several projects that are either on-going or coming 

up shortly in the hi-rises. The PHA is currently working on installing some new security cameras in the hi-rises. The PHA 

found it necessary to put additional security cameras looking at doors and other areas, because of break-ins that we had 

about two years ago. 

Another project is walk-in, therapeutic bath tubs. The contract has been signed with the contractor, so they will be starting 

that work in eight buildings next year. The eight hi-rises are Neill, Cleveland, Iowa, Dunedin, Wilson, Ravoux, Seal and 

Montreal. A future funding cycle will complete the rest of the hi-rises. 

A prototype project is coming up at Ravoux, where energy-efficient LED lighting will be installed on the exterior of the 

building, along with new parking lot lighting. Other buildings will be considered in the future. 

Brent Feller, Construction Program Manager/Capital Improvements, said the Montreal plumbing renovation has begun in 

the common area and will continue into the individual apartments. It’s moving along well. 

Cleveland, Montreal and Front hi-rises will be having their electrical panel breakers redone in the next week or so. 

Residents will be without electricity for approximately a half of a day during this replacement. 
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PHA MANAGEMENT REPORT 

Charisse Brown, Assistant Resident Services Senior Manager, was pleased to announce that all the new Assistant 

Managers have been hired, so every hi-rise, except for Neill and Wabasha (who will share an Assistant Manager) have a 

Manager now. This should make Managers more accessible. 

They will soon be converting over to Rental Assistance Demonstration program (RAD). All PHA residents will receive 

information notices regarding additional discussions on RAD in your November rent statements. Make a point to come to 

these informational meetings. 

Charisse reminded everyone how important it is to keep your windows closed during the winter months. Leaving them 

open will burst the pipes and cause flooding. She urges resident to obtain rental insurance in case of any damages due to 

a burst water pipe. The PHA is not responsible for your personal property. For further information, please see the Human 

Services Coordinator (HSC) in your building. Renters insurance is very affordable. 

SAFETY & SECURITY REPORT 

Sgt. Grundhauser, St. Paul Police Department will give a report at our next meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Julia Hupperts, Resident Council Coordinator read the revised Cold Weather Rule. It states: “If at 7:00 a.m., as reported 

by WCCO (Channel 4), on the morning of any regularly scheduled Presidents Council-sponsored meeting, the 

actual temperature is -1 degree below zero and/or the wind chill is -20 degrees below zero, the meeting will be 

cancelled and will not be reschedule for that month.” This applies to all Presidents Council sponsored meetings, such 

as the council meeting, the Computer Team meeting, etc. A Motion was made by Tim Gjerdahl, Ravoux, that the revised 

Cold Weather Rule be adopted. It was seconded by William Copeland, Edgerton and the Motion carried. Julia Hupperts 

will update the Resident Council Guide. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Julia Hupperts, spoke about Space Use Agreements and Contracts. If any provider requests to use hi-rise community 

spaces for two to three times per year, a Space Use Agreement with your resident councils is sufficient. If four or more 

requests are made, it is required that the approval must be given by the resident council and PHA management, and they 

would also sign a contract with the PHA. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REPORT 

John Cardoza, Commissioner, Cleveland, will give a report at the next meeting. 

 

RESIDENT INITIATIVES REPORT 

Alicia Huckleby, Resident Initiatives Director & Interim Human Resource Director, added to Ms. Hupperts’ report on Space 

Use Agreements (SUA’s) and Contracts. She stated the PHA has already taken care of the contracts with the partners 

they bring here to meet with the P.C. 

SECTION 3 UPDATE 

Beth Pacunas, Section 3 Projects Coordinator/Youth Literacy, is a member of the Resident Initiatives Department. Her job 

as Section 3 Coordinator is to organize partnerships and find people jobs, field training, and education that will lead to 

employment. She spoke again about the free tickets program to the Science Museum of Minnesota (up to 6 per family).  
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                SECTION 3 UPDATE   (continued) 

She said she has thirty-eight volunteers to help with the program and distribution of tickets. She’s been to a few hi-rises 

and will be coming to your resident council meetings in the coming months so you can share your ideas about future 

events that the Science Museum and the St. Paul PHA would like to create together. 

The Science Museum of Minnesota and the St. Paul PHA invite you to use an exclusive Great Partners discount coupon 

on your visits to the Science Museum. Tickets to only the Exhibits are $3.00 and Omni theater plus Exhibits are $5.00. 

Children under age 4 are FREE. Here’s how it works: You get a discounted ticket voucher to use unlimited times at the 

Science Museum. Once your community or building uses ten vouchers, it unlocks 100 FREE tickets. These free tickets 

will be available through other community activities, your HSC or resident council. 

If you have questions or require any additional information, please contact Ms. Pacunas at Elizabeth.pacunas@stpha.org, 

or call her for more information at 651-228-3204. 

SHIP GRANT UPDATE 

Ann Tranvik, St. Paul Public Health Department Nurse, works with Betsy Christensen, Resident Initiatives and those 

involved with the Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP). 

Ann Tranvik wanted to put the word out and encourage everyone to discuss the Gardening Mentor Program at your 

council meetings. This will be the third year having this program.  The program is designed to train residents who love 

gardening to get some basic skills and become Garden Mentors. It’s been very successful. She handed out flyers that 

give the dates and times of the training. She passed around packets of information to share at your council meetings. 

Flyers were also included. 

Smoking Cessation stations were held at hi-rises November 15 for the Great American Smoke-out, and there was an 

amazing amount of support from the hi-rises. 

Betsy Christensen reminded everyone that next week is the Free Bikes 4 Kids week. This is PHA’s seventh year of 

partnering with Free Bikes 4 Kids. They are giving out 210 bicycles this year, bringing the overall bicycle total to 1,604 

bicycles for youth and families at PHA. 

The City of St. Paul has recently released their draft of the St. Paul Pedestrian Plan. Fay Simer, City of St. Paul Public 

Works Pedestrian Advocate, would like to present the draft at upcoming resident council meetings in December 2018 and 

January 2019. A sign-up sheet was passed around for those councils interested, in requesting a presentation. 

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Betsy Christensen, PHA SHIP Program at 651-298-

4030, or email betsy.christensen@stpha.org. 

CLOSING 

Julia Hupperts, Resident Council Coordinator, stated the last two pages of your handouts are all about the computers. 

There should be a laminated information sheet near the computers. If there are problems with your computers, an email 

needs to be sent to help@phatech.net to request a Computer Peer to come out and fix it if your Computer Administrator 

cannot. Also, use that email address if you observe suspicious activity on any of your computers. All computers are the 

property of resident councils, not the PHA. 

Last week Julia had a visitor from PC’s For People and they are more than willing to come to your hi-rise once or twice – if 

asked by your resident council – to offer computer classes. They have training at their facility but are willing to come to 

individual hi-rises 

mailto:Elizabeth.pacunas@stpha.org
mailto:betsy.christensen@stpha.org
mailto:help@phatech.net
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Two resident were the winners of The Community Insider Writing Contest. The winning submissions were included in your 

package of information.  There was a tie for winner!  Melissa Pappas and Kathy Berntsen, both from Seal Hi-Rise, 

received the winners’ prizes. 

Julia Hupperts introduced Joan Underwood, who is a volunteer to the Presidents Council. She will be in the P.C. office 

twenty hours per week doing varies office duties. Her official title is Financial Documents Coordinator. 

At the last P.C. executive meeting we were looking ahead to next month and realized the P.C. meeting is on December 24, 

and will meet on the first floor. Melissa Pappas was called upon to present a proposal for having a pot luck dinner after the 

P.C. meeting with the stipulation that all food must be purchased and not made by residents. A Motion was made by Bill 

Hughes, Iowa, that we only provide snacks at the next P.C. meeting. The Motion was seconded by Margaret and was 

carried. 

She thanked the Volunteers of America who came and talked about their Culturally Responsive Caregiver Support and 

Dementia Services. It’s a valuable and unique service. Julia then took questions.   

No further Presidents Council business was discussed or conducted, and the meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  

Submitted by: 

 

Bob Knutson, PC/RPC Secretary 

peetiebird2@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Reminders: 
 

Next Presidents Council Meeting: 

Monday, December 24, 10:00 a.m. – Noon (first floor) 
 

Executive Committee: Monday, December 14 @ 11:00 a.m. - 3rd floor. 

Community Sharing Circle: December 7 @10:00 a.m. - 3rd floor. 

Computer Team: December 20 @ 1:30 p.m. - Board Room. 
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